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Using routine activities theory as a  
framework, many police departments view 
crime as a result of “the crime triangle” (see 
Figure 5.2). From this perspective, crime 
occurs when individuals have the desire to 
commit a crime, the opportunity to commit 
the crime, and the skills to commit the crime.

Routine activities theory has been use-
ful in promoting crime prevention strate-
gies. The theory has led to the development 
of situational crime prevention strategies. 
The central premise of these strategies is that 
crime prevention measures should be tailored 
to those factors that lead to or contribute to 
specific types of crime. When you enter a 
large retail outlet, chances are that a person 
will greet you and thank you for shopping in 
that store. Retail security experts have noted 
that this person is not just a greeter. He or 
she is in a position to prevent shoplifting. In 
particular, it is believed that the greeter sends 
a message to shoppers that they have been 
recognized and that if they think about stealing, someone has seen them in 
the store.13

Many other examples of situational crime prevention strategies can be 
cited. Consider the following:

´´ Burglar alarms, bars on windows, and security guards are believed 
to prevent burglaries of commercial establishments.14

´´ Homes with barking dogs are believed to be less likely to be  
burglarized.15

´´ Classical music is played in certain parks and at gas stations to 
keep individuals from hanging out in those areas and engaging in 
deviant acts.16

´´ Public housing units with less privacy and a lower amount of acces-
sibility have less crime because the units “[discourage] would-be 
assailants” and benefit from “natural surveillance by neighbors.”17

´´ Cameras are routinely installed in different venues to iden-
tify offenders and to keep potential offenders from committing  
crimes.

´´ People lock their automobiles and homes to keep offenders from 
stealing their cars and breaking into their residences. Some people 
might have “The Club” or some other device on their cars to protect 
them from theft.

´´ Many college campuses nationwide have developed better outdoor 
lighting in an effort to prevent nighttime robberies and assaults.
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